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Albany County

Allegany County

Broome County

Cattaraugus County
Chautauqua County
Chemung County

Chenango County

Clinton County
Columbia County
Deléware County

Dutechess County

Erie County

B-1

APPENDIX B
Local Officials Contacted

Assessor, Town of Guilderland
Clerk, Village of Altamont

County Director of Real Property Tax Services
County Treasurer

Assessor, Town of Angelica

Clerk, Village of Angelica

Superintendent, Angelica Central School Distriet

County Director of Real Property Tax Services
Assessor, Town of Triangle
Clerk, Village of Whitney Point

Assessor, Town of Little Valley

Assistant to Assessor, City of Dunkirk
Assessor, Town of Dunkirk

Assistant to Assessor, Town of Horseheads

Assessor, City of Norwich
Assessor, Town of Afton
Clerk, Village of Afton

Assessor, Town of Plattsburgh

County Director of Real Property Tax Services
County Treasurer

Clerk, Town of Ghent

Clerk, Village of Chatham

Business Manager, Chatham Central School District

Assessor, Town of Walton

Assistant to Assessor, Town of Rhinebeck
Clerk, Village of Rhinebeck
President, Rhinebeck Fire Department

County Director of Real Property Tax Services
County Commissioner of Finance

County Attorney

Assistant to Assessor, Town of Hamburg
Budget Director, Town of Hamburg

- Business Manager, Hamburg Central School Distriet

Officer, Armor Volunteer Fire Company



Essex County

Franklin County
Genesee County
Herkimer County
Jefferson County
Lewis County

Livingston County

Madison County

Monroe County

Montgomery County

Nassau County

Oneida County
Onondaga County
Ontario County

Orange County

Orleans County
Oswego County
Otsego County
Rensselaer County
St. Lawrence County
Saratoga County

Schoharie County

B-2

Assessor, Town of Westport

Assessor, Town of Malone

Assessor, Town of Batavia

Assessor, Town of Frankfort '

Assessor, City of Watertown

Assessor, Town of Lowville

Assessor, Town of Avon

Assistant to Assessor, Town of Caledonia

Assessor, Town of Livonia

Assessor, Town of Brookfield

County Attorney

Assessor, Town of Henrietta

Superintendent, Rush—-Henrietta Central School District
Assistant to County Director of Real Property Tax Services
Assessor, Town of Mohawk

Clerk, Village of Fonda

Assistant to Assessor, Nassau County
Staff Member, County Office of Recreation and Parks

Clerk, Village of Boonville
Assistant to Assessor, Town of Geddes
Assessor, Town of Canandaigua

Assessor, City of Middletown
Assessor, Town of Wallkill

Assessor, Town of RidgeWay

Assessor, Town of Sandy Creek

Assessor, Town of Morris

Assistant to Assessor, Town of Schaghticoke
Assessor, Town of Gouverneur

Clerk, Village of Ballston Spa

Assessor, Town of Cobleskill



Seneca County

Stéuben County

Tioga County

Tompkins County

Ulster County
Washington County

Wayne County
Wyoming County

Yates County

B-3

Assistant to Assessor, Town of Waterloo

Assessor, Town of Bath

Assessor, Town of Owego
Clerk, Village of Owego

County Director of Real Property Tax Services
Clerk, Village of Trumansburg
Supervising Principal, Trumansburg Central School District

Assessor, Town of New Paltz
Staff Member, Ulster County Cooperative Extension Serv1ce

Assessor, Town of Greenwich
Clerk, Village of Greenwich

Assessor, Town of Palmyra
Assistant to County Director of Real Property Tax Services

Assessor, Town of Milo
Assessor, Town of Starkey



APPENDIX C

-Comments from Agricultural Societies




‘ fton Driving Park and
\ gricultural Association, Inc.

P.O. Box 15, Afton, New York 13730

December 2, 1982

Ms. Sylvia Adams, Asst. Director
Real Property Tax Research

Division of Equalization & Assessment
Agency Building #4

Empire State Plaza

Albany, N.Y. 12223

RE: Your report on tax exempt Agricultural Societies

Dear Ms. Adams:

I have read, with interest, your recent draft report mentioned above.
Unfortunately, classifying all sizes of agricultural societies in the
same light is unfair to the smaller, financially struggling societies,
I rather imagine that if your proposed changes in the law are imple-
mented, that it will be the "death Knoll" for many of the smaller or-
ganizations. Since your report mentions many times the impact of the
non taxable status of the societies real estate on the communities in
which they operate, I feel that some things should be pointed out to
you of which you may not be aware. The payroll generated by the six
day agricultural fair which is sponsored by our organization each year
is quite substantial for a community of this size. We alsc pay for
all police services provided by the village during fair week., The be-
nefits to local businesses brought on by an influx? fair goers" can ’
also be substantial. It should also be noted that local service clubs
and the local fire company derive a large percentage of their yearly
income from activities conducted during fair week. In our case, and I
assume in the case of many small fairs, all officers and directors serve
entirely without pay and volunteer hundreds of hours during the year to
plan and implement the fair.

Overall it would appear to me that the State of New York is grasping at
straws in its never ending quest for additional revenue. The overall
impact of the non taxable status of a fairgrounds such as ours is negli-
gible when looked at in the overall scheme of things. I find it hard to
see what will be gained by forcing many of these societies to disband
thus losing one more small piece of local color for théir respective com-
munities. In short, as you may have guessed by now, I strongly oppose
the conclusions reached by your report and feel that this is just one
more step towards bigger government and less personal initiative. .

Yours truly,

\K;?"ﬁ"b'{_{w QDQD—/Q

Thomas C. Vail TCV /mm
Treasurer/ Afton Driving Park & Agricultural Society Inc.



the BOONVILLE FAIR

BOONVILLE, NEW YORK 13309
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November 26, 1982

Ms. Sylvia Adams

Assistant Director

Real Property Tax Research

Program Analysis & Development Unit
Division of Equalization and Assessment
Agency Building #4

Empire State Plaza

Albany, New York 12223

Dear Ms. Adams:

I talked with you by telephone earlier this week concerning
your letter of November 16 and the matter of tax-exempt
agricultural societies in New York State. You were kind

enough to extend to me a deadline date of December 11 to
file corrections or comments.

But after discussing your letter and the report with members
of other fair associations and with our state agricultural
society President, it has been concluded that we should ask
for a deadline for f£iling our comments of late January or

the first of Pebruary. This will allow the report to be
discussed at the Annual State Association Meeting in Syracuse
in the middle of January.

Each time that I read your report, I find more items that
are incorrect and it would take considerable time to go into
detail about all of these items.

The main criticism I wish to bring to your attention at this

time is reference to our Oneida County Fair on page 54 in

which you are listing events which use our fair ground properties.
You are incorrect in that the Kiwanis Club Foundation, Inc.
operates the ice skating rink in their own building and for

.which we receive no rent. The Girl Scout Encampment is free;

the Polish Picnic is a project of the Boonville Area Chamber
of Commerce, Inc. with minimal rent of $100; the Woodsmen's
Field Day is sponsored by the New York State Woodsmen's Field
Day Association, Inc. and since wood is a major product of
this area, we feel that this is not a non-exhibition event.
Thus, our fair ground is used for six days in August for the
fair and the one weekend for the Woodsmen's Field Day or a
total of eight days. This hardly would constitute freguent

AnTdend Cousry Holidoy



the BOONVILLE FAIR

BOONVILLE, NEW YORK 13309

Ms. Sylvia Adams
Page 2
November 26, 1882

use for "other non-exhibition use®.

I hope that you will receive enough letters from fairs that
an extension of time will be granted° After all, this
special agricultural exemption has been on the law books
for over 100 vyears.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,
Lb“!-/d(/ {Jé iM -

NFW:mcE "Newell F. Wagoner
President
cc: Thomas A. Martin
James H. Donovan
William Sears
Richard Ruggiero

AnTdeal Country Holiday



Sulvia Adams, Assistant Dinector

Real Propentu Tax Research

Proaram Analiysis and ﬂevelopnenzf Unit
Agency Building #4, Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12223

Dear Ms. Adams:

I an in neceip? of woun clepa/ufvneni'/: recent study on the Zax exemp? otatus of
Agricandtunal Societies of New York, [ #hink woun departmeni should be commended fon
all of #he tard work that went into this /Lepwu‘ of appaox,wufelg eighty paces, few of
which I could comprehend.

The oist of the matter being understood, I offen the following commenta:

MWithout a doub?, some of the langer fairs ane taking advantage of #hein Zax
exempt status and, il your report is entirely factual, all fairs stand quilty.

What I feel wourn repont fails o explain is #hat most fains need the Litile income
they neceive from "outside rentals" in ondern #o sunvive {rom year to year. Oun fain
presently owes approximately $43,000.00 with $38,000.00 of #his owed on our grandstand.
We tave fourn buildings that need replacing with no money to do so.

I{ oun {air wene put on the tax rolls it would create a sevene {inancial handship
for ws, I would also be dillicult for the achood that uses it fon various events and’
lon the oncanizations that ws it ai vanious times (most of them at no charge. J '

[+ seems Fo me that the State of New York does not want 2o promote Agriculiural
Fairs which are as much a part of Fmenicana as motherhood and mom's apple pie. fn,dz‘eac{
of Linding ways Zo discounage us by crtting back on oun premium money (as i did a few
years ago) and wonking *o get us on the tax rodls (as it has been doing right a,lon.g} i&e
State should #ry 2o help us sunvive fon the enjoiment of {future generationa.

I would welcome the opportunity to discrss #his in detail with a representative of

your oflice.
”Z’f? o ,//

(Charles Franklin, Aotmg, President
Broome (ounty Agnicultural Society



Dustohess County Syricutlunald Society, S

P. 0. BOX 388 — RHINEBECK, NEW YORK 12572 (214) 876-4001

29 November 1982

State of New York

Division of Equalization and Assessment
Agency Building #4

Empire State Plaza

Albany, New York 12223

Attention: Mrs. Sylvia Adams, Assistant Director,
Real Property Tax Research
Program Analysis & Development Unit

Re: MTax-Exempt Agricultural Societies in New York State:
A Special Class of Organizations Exempt fram Real Property Taxation'

' Dear Ms. Adams:

In response to your letter of Novemeber 16, 1982 to President Robert
Flanigan, we respectfully request that any decisions made to

publish the referred to report be suspended until late in January 1983
or early February. To substantiate our request we are making

the following camments:

Page 10 There is no "bar" on these Fairgrounds
A resturant serving drinks is in operation durmg the Northeast Crafts
Fair and the Dutchess County Fair ONLY. ‘

Page 22 The Dutchess’ County Agricultural Society
pays all additional expenses incurred by the Village of Rhinebeck during
any event. In addition to which a $10.00 fee for each trailer
temporarily parked on the fairgrounds is remitted to the Village. There is
no local statute to establish this procedure. In addition donations
are made to the local hospital, library, recreation projects, Chamber
of Comrerce, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and American Red Cross.

Page 26 If an admission tax were imposed by the
Village it would have to apply to all activities in the Village, including
Churches.



Page 26 If a sales tax was imposed it too would

have to apply to all Village sales or could be challanged as .discirminatory.

Page 46 Activities that are referred to as "swaps"
do NOT take place, there is an Antique Auto Show, cattle and sheep sales
as noted earlier in these comments no "bar" but a
resturant operated the same as any other cancession during the Fair.

No fees are charged for Agricultural events or activities nor are any

fees charged to not for profit organizations, e.g. Mother's Club.

Page 75 According to the Chairman of the Board of
Assessors there is no cne with such a title as Assistant to the Assessors
and the Board of Assessors did not provide this information.

We would apprec:Late a more accurate picture of the events that are

conducted at the Dutchess County Fa:.rg:roxmds The majority of which
are Agriculturally oriented.

Patricia A. Pflw,
Assistant Secy. )

By Direction of the President

PAP:pob



BROOKFIELD, NEW YORK 13314

GLENN BACON, President TERRY LARKIN, Vice President SHARON B, MAINE, Treasurer
Brookfield (315) 899.5812 Earlvitie {315) ¢91-3464 Leenardsville (315) 855-7849

MARIE WIGGINS, Secretary PEARL B, MERRILL
West Winfield (315) 822-6260 Assistant Secretary and Entry Clerk
Brookfield (315) 899.5328°

sNovember 22, 1982

State of New York
Div. of Equil. & Assessment
Albany, N.Y. 12223

Dear Ms. Adams:

In reply to the recent draft report review, we as a body, wish to make
the following comments. - |

Even though termed a non-profit organization, the fair society guite
naturally requifes funds to ensure it's continuation. State monies fall
way short of providing this for our County Fairs.iany small fairs such as
ours, can not meet this need from fzir proceeds alone. Our fair lasts 3 or
4 days but the cost of maintenence, overhead, improvements, paper work etc.
continues for 365 days of the year. Much time and hard labor ms donated by
ug and other county residents, but many must bé‘paid also. Depreciation
occurs whether the buildings are in use or not but primarily when not in use
for long periods of time. We feel the taxpayers have 3 right to wse the builu-
ings but it can't be entérely donated to them since we pay for the upkeep.

Would New York State be able to or even want to foot the bill for
the cost of operations for each and every one of the Agricultural Societies
for each and every year? I doubt it. Some of the uses mentioned might be
questionzble i.e. bars, but most of the others in one way or another
pro.aote some side of agriculture or provide services to the public not
otherwise available like a cheaper alternative to a building for wedding
recaeptions, family g=therings, horse shows, tractor pulls etc.

As far as costing the county, because their is no tax collected, isn't
the society supposed to be a public service in aé far as learning experiences
from exhibits, 4-H involvement, a place to show off acéomplishments? Also
consider the tourists and visitors it draws to a given area garnering income

for the towns.



1t would be impossible to hold a 188 day fair to comply with the
primary use issue. aAlso, if, as Jou suggest, exemptions be granted to
Societies who rent with the proviso it "does not exceed carrying, mainten-
ence and depreciation costs of the portion leasedy who decides what these
costs are?

Cnar’rlnc sales tax Ior auctions or the like would seem like a feasidble
answer to that problem, but then again, who would enforce it?
Garden Clubs and Conservation Centers would seem to Dbe agrieultural

in nature. They are vital components in todajs soclely. A more urban approach

to agriculture where awareness of protecting our resources and environment
can not be met in other ways.

It seems you have a lot of unanswered questions and a certain lack
of information, as you admit. We would raise this guestion? How much did
this compilatien cost the State (the taxpayer) to prepare? Will the end
justify the means or will this be just another waste of the taxpayer's
money znd an attempt at putting a scare into the already floundering,
of us are you Know, 4gricultural Societies? We would suggest an investiga-
tion be made into xnown industries, realizing huge profits

most

and net paying

taxes, and the affluent noveau riche citizen who have the money to find

the loop-holes to avoid szme; Stzte or Federal.
Sincerely, .
.L W%
riarie Wiggins, secretary

liadison Co. Ag. Society

ce to McCann
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MONTGOMERY - FULTON COUNTY FAIR

Montgomery County Agricultural Society
Fonda, New York 12068

TYPED COPY

Nov. 18, 1982

Dear Ms. Adams,

A few comments on matters you may not have considered con-
cerning non-exhibition use of fairgrounds. (These comments
are pertinent to the Montgomery County Falrgrounds at Fonda
and may not be ‘valid for other facilities.)

1. The use of the Fairgrounds for stock car racing
during the summer months brings many outside
people to Fonda. These people spend consider-
able money in the area for food, beverages,
‘motel rooms, etc. -- in this way aiding the
local economy. Also all of these purchases
(except food) brlng sales tax money in -- a
portion of which is remitted to the Village
of Fonda and the Town of Mohawk.

2. Fonda (Mont. Co. Ag. Soc.) Fair receives no
money from Montgomery County to help us
maintain our grounds or for any purpose.

3. All money received by the Ag. Society from
non-exhibition uses is used for up-keep and
modernization of the Fairgrounds. Without
this type of income, we could not maintain .
our grounds without looking elsewhere for
added revenue, such as an admission price
increase. Without additional revenues we
could, conceivably, be forced to close our
Fair or by raising admissions, to bring in
added revenue, price the Fair out of the
range of many people (especially families
with several children) who are the very ones
Fairs are held for.

4. Some events, such as the Octoberfest, held
by the Fulton-Montgomery Masonic Charities,
are used as money raisers for the organiza-
tion's charitable and community service
projects and the rental only covers our
expenses for electricity, sewage, water and
clean-up. I know of no other facility in
the area where such events could be held.



5. We pay the Village of Fonda for services
rendered -- namely v1llage water and sewage
facilities.

6. Without non-exhibition use thruout the summer,
the Fairgrounds would probably not be mowed,
etc. until shortly before Fair time and could
become an eyesore to the Village of Fonda.

Yours truly,

1 Robert Johnson

| President, Mont. Co. Ag. Soc1ety
R.D. #5 '

I Amsterdam, N.Y. 12010
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R Zees SENE CA COUN ’I‘Y
povSVBERICULTURAL SOCIETY

LEGAL SERVICES; ¢ o o1
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Waterloo, N_ew York 13165 .

Presideni
RAYMOND SCHAFFER
Waterloo, N.Y.

— DIRECTORS ~—

RICHARD COMPO
Sencca Falls

CHARLES FRELIGH
Cayuga
RONALD JONES
Sencca Falls
LAWTON KEY, JR.
Seneca Falls

HERBERT MARSHALL
Waterloo

GEORGE MILLSPAUGH
Ovid
ROBERT MORRIS
Seneca Falls

CLIFFORD PAYNE
Waterloo

LEROY POORMON
Waterloo

ARTHUR POULSEN
Interlaken

HELEN SCHAFFER
Waterloo

RAYMOND SCHAFFER
Waterloo

ELLEN TEN EYCK
Waterloo

ERWIN TEN EYCK
Waterloo

DARRELL TRAVERS
Ovid

Vice President Secretary Treasurer
LEROY POORMON RICHARD COMPO ELLEN TEN EYCK
Waterloo, N.Y. Senecs Falls, N.Y. Waterloo, N.Y.

TYPED COPY

November 26, 1982

State Board of Equalization
and Assessment

Dear Sirs:

After reading this report I would like to know where
you came up with the value of the fairgrounds? I
don't think the man who appraised this property came
up with any such value, but if you know anyone that
is interested at these figures please let me know .
as the grounds would be for sale. If you do tax the
fairgrounds it will mean the end of the fair at
Seneca County. All we are running this fai¥ for is
the kids of the community to show what they have
done during the year, malnly 44 and school kids. At
the present time we are in debt to the tune of about
Twelve Thousand Dollars. Also you mentioned the
State gives us money for premiums. That money came
this year about the first of July. That means with
that money that we received, as we are in debt, we
had to pay interest on this money from October 1st
to July 1lst at 19%. The State doesn't reimburse us
for all the premiums. Also the judges, the ribbons,
and so forth aren't reimbursed because the money
doesn't go around, if you have any kind of a fair.

The electric for the fairgrounds is on a demand rate,
which if we didn't shut off the electric after the
fair it would cost us the same price the year

around, as we ran into that situation this year by
not cancelling right on the day, it cost us one
thousand dollars for 3 kilowatt hours for that

month. This fair is run by volunteer help. The
pres;dent and treasurer who are chief working officers
of the fair receive no money. Also we have to pay our
own expense and some fair expenses. You mentioned the
county reimburses us some money. The biggest share of
that goes for insurance on buildings and insurance



which we have to pay year around on grounds and

~week of the fair extra. I think I have answered

the questions as far as our fair goes, which were -

- brought out in the report. Again I say if you know

anyone interested in paying that value have them get

in touch with me. If the fairgrounds are assessed

this will be the end of giving the kids a positive
avenue for their time and talent. Let this be on

State Board of Egqualization and Assessment's conscience
instead of ours. Thank you for your time reading this
letter. ’ :

Yours truly,

Herbert Marshall
President

P.S. If I ¢an be any more help please let me know.








